The Summer Campaign against Russia, 1915
The enemy, whose main force had remained north-east of Tauroggen since the end of March, withdrew to Kielmy and escaped, as the 3rd Cav. Div. did not attack. On April 28th the Bavarian and the 3rd Cav. Div. were near Kielmy and to the east the 6th were near Worny. In two days 75 kilometres had been covered. On the 2gth the Cavalry Divisions were approaching Shavli and Kirschany. On the 3oth Shavli, which the Russians had set on fire, was occupied. The 6th and 3rd Cav. Divs. continued the movement in the direction of Mitau, at which the 6th arrived on May 3rd. Here they could no longer break the enemy's defence and for the time they remained southwest of Mitau. Later on they withdrew behind the Windau, along the Mitau-Moscheiki railway. The 3rd Cav. Div. halted shortly after this and the Bavarian Cav. Div. came up with them. The two divisions then moved south-east from Shavli via Beissagola on Keidany. Here, however, the enemy's defence was stronger. They, therefore, yielded slowly before his pressure and retired behind the Dubissa in the direction of Kielmy.
The Infantry Divisions had also carried out some extraordinary forced marches. The 36th Res. Div. was pushed forward to the lower Dubissa to act as cover against attacks from Kovno, whilst the 78th and 6th Res. Div. had united near Shavli.
The object of this daring enterprise had been attained. The Russians were visibly being reinforced.
There now followed on an extended front on the Dubissa, from the mouth of the river up to Kielmy, round Shavli and to the north-west, a series of critical engagements which dragged on through May and June and proved most exhausting for both leaders and men. On our side they were carried out, both defensively and offensively, with a great numerical inferiority and in order to hold what we had gained and pin down the enemy further, we were obliged to bring up the 8th Cav. Div. of the gth Army, the ist Res. Div. and 2nd Cav. Div. from Gallwitz's Army Detachment and the weak Beckmann Division of the loth Army to the north of the Niemen. The forces were thus increased to such an extent that it became necessary to combine them under one Army Command with its numerous administra
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